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 Robert J. Gordon did his undergraduate work at Harvard and then attended Oxford 
University in England on a Marshall Scholarship.  He received his Ph.D. in 1967 at M.I.T. and 
taught at Harvard and the University of Chicago before coming to Northwestern in 1973, where 
he has taught for more than 30 years and was chair of the Department of Economics from 1992 
to 1996. 
 
 Professor Gordon is one of the worldʹs leading experts on inflation, unemployment, and 
productivity growth.  His recent work on the rise and fall of the New Economy, the U. S. 
productivity growth revival, the recent stalling of European productivity growth, and the 
widening of U. S. income inequality, have been widely cited.  He is the author of The 
Measurement of Durable Goods Prices, which has become known as the definitive work showing 
that government price indexes substantially overstate the rate of inflation.  His book of collected 
essays, Productivity Growth, Inflation, and Unemployment, was published in 2004.  He is editor of 
Milton Friedman’s Monetary Framework:  A Debate with His Critics, The American Business Cycle, 
and The Economics of New Goods.  In addition he is the author of more than 100 scholarly articles 
and more than 60 published comments on the research of others.   In addition to his main field 
of macroeconomics, he is also a frequently quoted expert and author on the airline industry, 
and is the founder and president of an internet chat group on airline management.   
 
 Gordon is a Research Associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research, a 
Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research (London) and of the Observatoire 
Français des Conjunctures Economiques (OFCE, Paris).  In addition he is a Guggenheim 
Fellow, a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a Fellow of the 
Econometric Society.  He has served as the co-editor of the Journal of Political Economy, as an 
elected member of the American Economic Association, and for thirty years as the Treasurer of 
the Econometric Society.  He serves currently as senior advisor to the Brookings Panel on 
Economic Activity and on the economic advisory panels of the Congressional Budget Office and 
the Bureau of Economic Analysis.  He has served as a member of the quadrennial Technical 
Panel on Assumptions and Methods of the Social Security Administration in 2003 and again in 
2006-07, and on the national “Boskin Commission” in 1995-96 to assess the accuracy of the U. S. 
Consumer Price Index.   
 
 Gordon lives in Evanston, Illinois, with his wife Julie and their two dogs, Lucky and 
Toto. 
 
  


